Plastic recycling can be very confusing. Even within the same plastic group there are differences. To understand what
this means consider apples. A red apple is not a green apple. Similarly, a No. 2 plastic, narrow-neck, milk jug is not
the same as a No. 2 plastic, wide-mouth, yogurt cup.

TIPS FOR RECYCLING

1. You can help keep collection, sorting, and reprocessing costs down, and keep the value of the plastic high by recycling only those types of
plastic that are currently accepted for recycling.

2. Rinse all containers.

3. Take caps and pump spray tops off of plastic containers unless they are marked with a number. They are often made from a type of plastic
that is different from the main part of the container and generally are not recyclable.

4. Crush plastic containers as well as boxes to save space in your recycling bin.
5. Place all recyclable containers in the recycling side of your split can that was provided to you by the City of Visalia.

There are many types of plastic. Plastic must be sorted by type for recycling since each type melts at a different
temperature and has different properties. The plastics industry has developed an identification system (or
identification codes) to label the different types of plastic. The identification system divides plastic into seven distinct
types and uses a number code generally found on the bottom of containers. The following table explains the seven
code system:







