
 

 

CITY OF VISALIA 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Wednesday, March 13, 2024, at 5:30PM 
 

CHAIR: Tyler Davis  VICE CHAIR: Patty Kane 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
Jay Hohlbauch, Jordan Mulrooney, Karen Ayala, Jerome Melgar 

 

City of Visalia Administration Building 
220 North Santa Fe Street, Visalia CA 

 

AGENDA 

A. Citizen’s Comments 

B. Minutes 

1. February 28, 2024, Regular Meeting 

C. Discussion Items 

1. Project Update – 434 & 436 South Garden Street 

2. Committee Terms Discussion 

3. Historic Recognition/Awards Program 

a. Guidelines Discussion 

4. Identification of Items for Future Agendas 

5. Committee and Staff Comments 

a. Project Updates 

b. Lifestyle Magazine Article 

6. Historic District Survey Project 

a. Review of Properties 

b. Discussion of Properties Outside the Historic District 

D. Adjournment  

In compliance with the Americans Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in meetings call 
(559) 713-4443 (Staff Representative) 48-hours in advance of the meeting. For Hearing Impaired – Call (559) 
713-4900 (TTY) 48-hours in advance of the scheduled meeting time to request signing services. Visually Impaired 
- If enlarged print or a Braille copy is desired, please request in advance of the meeting and services will be 
provided as possible after the meeting. City Staff to the Committee is Cristobal Carrillo, Associate Planner, 559-
713-4443, cristobal.carrillo@visalia.city. 

Éste Aviso es para informarle que habra una audiencia para el público ante el Comité de Preservación Histórica 
de la Ciudad de Visalia. Para más información, o para dar comentario público respecto a esta solicitud, por favor 
llame Cristobal Carrillo, Associate Planner, al numero (559) 713-4443 o cristobal.carrillo@visalia.city. Additional 
information about the Historic Preservation Advisory Committee may be found by contacting Cristobal Carrillo, 
Associate Planner at 559-713-4443, or emailing cristobal.carrillo@visalia.city. 

mailto:cristobal.carrillo@visalia.city
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APPEAL PROCEDURE 

According to the City of Visalia Zoning Ordinance Section 17.56.060, an appeal to the City Council may be 
submitted within ten days following the date of a decision by the Historic Preservation Advisory Committee 
(HPAC). An appeal shall be in writing and shall be filed with the City Clerk at 220 North Santa Fe Street, Visalia 
CA. The appeal shall specify errors or abuses of discretion by the HPAC, or decisions not supported by the 
evidence in the record. The appeal form can be found on the city’s website www.visalia.city or from the City Clerk. 

http://www.visalia.city/


 

 

MEETING MINUTES – FEBRUARY 28, 2024 
 

CITY OF VISALIA 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Wednesday, February 28, 2024, at 5:30PM 
 

VICE-CHAIR: Tyler Davis 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
Patty Kane, Jay Hohlbauch, Jordan Mulrooney, Karen Ayala, Jerome Melgar 

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: Clay Ipsen, Derek Farmer 

CITY STAFF: Cristobal Carrillo, Associate Planner 
 

City of Visalia Administration Building 
220 North Santa Fe Street, Visalia CA 

 

AGENDA 

A. Election of Chair and Vice-Chair 

Kane nominated Davis for Chair. The motion was seconded by Ayala. No other nominations 
were received. The motion passed by a vote of 5-0-1 with Davis abstaining. 

Ayala nominated Kane for Vice-Chair. The motion was seconded by Hohlbauch. No other 
nominations were received. The motion passed by a vote of 5-0-1 with Kane abstaining. 

B. Citizen’s Comments 

None. 

C. Minutes 

1. February 14, 2024, Regular Meeting 

A motion was made by Ayala, seconded by Mulrooney, to approve the meeting minutes 
for February 14, 2024. The motion was approved 6-0. 

D. Discussion Items 

1. Consultation with HPAC – 320 North Church Street 

The HPAC accepted and provided comment on a presentation from Clay Ipsen for the 
future development of a three-story office/residential building at 320 North Church 
Street. Additional comment was provided by Derek Farmer. The Committee provided 
guidance on what architectural features it would like to see incorporated into the building.  

2. Project Update – 434 & 436 South Garden Street 

Staff stated that it was still gathering information. The item was subsequently postponed 
to the meeting of March 13, 2024.  

All members 
present. 



 

 

3. Historic Preservation Month Proclamation 

It was requested that the proclamation be discussed at a later meeting date, closer to 
May 2024 [Note: Staff will agendize discussion of the proclamation for March 27, 2024.] 
Davis requested that the previously submitted proclamation application be sent to him 
for review.  

4. Historic Recognition/Awards Program 

The Committee discussed the revised plaque designs submitted by former HPAC 
member Walter Deissler. On a motion from Kane, seconded by Hohlbauch, the 
Committee voted 6-0 to approve the following award plaque design: 

 

Davis stated that he would draft a request to the City Council for funding of the new 
award plaques through the Commissions/Committee funding program. A goal was set 
to award a plaque in 2024.  

Staff recommended that the Committee also draft guidelines for the granting of awards. 
It was requested that staff agendize a discussion on awards guidelines for the March 
13, 2024, meeting. It was also requested that previous guidelines developed by former 
HPACs be provided to the Committee for review.  

The Committee then discussed what should occur with the eight original award plaques 
currently in possession by staff. Davis recommended that all eight plaques be awarded 
in 2024, with new plaques created in 2025, using the new City logo.  

5. Identification of Items for Future Agendas 

It was requested that a discussion of HPAC Committee terms be placed on the March 
13, 2024, meeting agenda.  

 

 

 



 

 

6. Committee and Staff Comments 

a. Project Updates 

Staff provided updates on projects within the Historic District and Local Register. 
This included discussion of a request by property owner Niki Schwan for 
recommendations on a fence contractor for 533 North Locust Street. Both Melgar 
and Hohlbauch stated they would provide recommendations to staff to share with 
Schwan.  

Davis also discussed the demolition of two architecturally significant residences 
located at 110 and 128 Martin Street, outside the Historic District and Local 
Register. 

Melgar shared that he had reached out to Lifestyle Magazine to write an article 
about historic streetscapes in Visalia. It was requested that discussion of the 
article be placed on the March 13, 2024, meeting agenda.   

7. Historic District Survey Project 

a. Review of Properties 

The HPAC conducted a review of areas A41, A42, A46, A47, B31, and C49. 

E. Adjournment  

In compliance with the Americans Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in meetings call 
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CITY OF VISALIA 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

TERMS 

1. Tyler Davis, Chair 

a. 1st term (partial): 6/2021 – 6/2022 (Completing existing term of member who 
resigned). 

b. 2nd term: 7/2022 – 6/2024 

2. Patricia Kane, Vice-Chair  

a. 1st term: 4/2018 – 6/2020 

b. 2nd term: 7/2020 – 6/2022 

c. 3rd term: 7/2022 – 6/2024 (terms out after June 2024). 

3. Karen Ayala 

a. 1st term (partial): 1/17/2023 – 6/30/2023 (Completing existing term of member 
who resigned) 

b. 1st full term: 7/1/2023 – 6/30/2025 

4. Jay Hohlbauch 

a. 1st term: 7/2020 – 6/2022 

b. 2nd term (partial): 7/2022 – 6/2023 

c. 2nd full term: 7/1/2023 – 6/30/2025  

5. Jordan Mulrooney 

a. 1st term (partial): 5/2022 – 6/2022 (Completing existing term of member who 
resigned). 

b. 1st term: 7/2022 – 6/2024 

6. Jerome Melgar 

a. 1st term (partial): 11/6/2023 – 6/30/2024 (Completing existing term of member 
who was removed). 

7. Vacant (formerly Walter Deissler) 

a. 1st term (partial): ___ – 6/30/2025 (Will complete remaining term of Walter 
Deissler) 

 
 
 
 



COMMITTEES AND COMMISSIONS HANDBOOK 

 

 
 
Last updated March 8, 2024 



This document last revised:  07/13/2020   11:07 AM 
 

City of Visalia 
Historic Recognition Program 

 
I. Summary of HRP 

The Historic Recognition Program (HRP) allows interested building owners an 
opportunity to be considered for a plaque to identify the building and its local 
historical significance to the community. 

 
II. Program background 

Founded in 1852, Visalia is the oldest town in the Valley between Los Angeles almost 
to Stockton. Visalia sprang up out of the middle of an oak forest and the earliest 
settlers built a log fort for security. Soon they abandoned the fortification and began 
building a community. 
 
As one of the earliest inland communities, Visalia played a vital role in the growth 
and development of the Southern San Joaquin Valley and as a result became an 
important town in California history. The town’s historic buildings are a reminder of 
the rich history of the land, people and events. The plaque would identify these 
structures as a visible, important link to our past. 
 

III. Purpose of HRP 
The purpose of HRP is to draw attention to the historic character of Visalia by 
identifying historic structures with plaques. Benefits include: 

 Development and enhancement of community pride and    charm; 

 Education of the community about Visalia history. 
 

IV. Plaque process 

 The HPAC Committee will review ‘qualified’ structures nominated by either 
the owner of the building or members of the community, with the written 
consent of the building owner. 

 By majority vote, the committee will determine the recipient of the plaque. 

 Factors to be considered for buildings receiving a plaque are as follows: 
o Age; 
o Style; 
o Site of significant historical events; 
o Condition – including appearance, additions and alterations to the 

home; 
o Proper documentation on building history; 
o Other relevant information. 

 Members of the HPAC committee may choose one or more buildings at a time to 
receive plaques. 
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V. Requirements for a structure to qualify for an interpretive marker are: 

 The building must be at least 75 years old. 

 The building must be researched for its authenticity, and at a minimum, the date 
of construction must be reasonably determined.  

 Research must be conducted by qualified historical research personnel approved 
by the City of Visalia Historic Preservation Advisory Committee (HPAC) and 
proper documentation must be provided to HPAC before a plaque can be placed 
on a building. 

 The building’s exterior must be restored or properly maintained in accordance 
with its historical style and character. 

 In the event that a building has been moved from its original site, it must retain a 
sense of its historic architectural style and integrity. 

 The owner of the building must authorize the placement of the plaque on the 
building and assumes ownership of the plaque. 

 
VI. Uniformity and standardization of markers 

 The plaques used in the HRP should be of the same size, design and material 
composition, unless an alternative is approved by the HPAC.  

 Mounting on commercial buildings ‐ The plaque should be mounted between 5 
and 6 feet above the ground level surface, in a conspicuous place, and the 
location must be agreed to by building owner.  

 Mounting on residential buildings – The plaque should be mounted in front of 
the residence, preferably not attached to the building. It should be located in an 
area readable from the sidewalk or other public right‐of‐way. Mounting should 
be done in accordance with approved method described by HPAC. 
 

VII. Responsibility for the HRP plaques 

 Once mounted, all plaques become the property of the building owner.  
 

VIII. Nomination of buildings for HRP 

 Individuals and/or organizations can nominate a building for the  
program, but only HPAC and the building owner can authorize a plaque for a 
building through this program. 

 Prior to HPAC consideration of a nomination, an “Application and Property 
Owner Authorization” form is required.  

 The signed agreement and confirmed site research meeting the intent of the 
requirements in Section V shall be considered a “qualified nomination.” 

 Qualified nominations continue to be valid unless there has been a change of 
ownership of the structure, of if alterations to the building have occurred since 
the nomination was determined to be ‘Qualified’. 
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IX. Application to participate in HRP 

 Requests for consideration must be accompanied by a “Historic Recognition 
Program ‐ Application and Property Owner Authorization” form.  Participation in 
HRP is voluntary, with the Historic Preservation Advisory Committee making the 
final determination for the awarding of plaques. 

 
X.    These guidelines are subject to change by HPAC.  There may be occasions which call 

for deviation from the guidelines, wherein HPAC will be the final determining body 
for consistency with the purpose and intent of the guidelines and requirements.  

 
XI.    The HRP program guidelines and requirements are in no way intended to limit the 

ability of a property owner to independently mount a historical plaque or marker on 
their building. 

 
XII.    This program is based upon independent funding through grants, donations or other 

means.  The program may be suspended during times when adequate funding is not 
available. 

 
XIII.  Participation in this program does not confer any special “historic” status to a 

property or building. 
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